SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

To:
The Mayor


Deputy Mayor


All Members of Sandy Town Council

There will be a Meeting of Sandy Town Council on Monday 2nd August 2004, in the Council Chamber at 10 Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30 pm.

26th July 2004








T N Stewart











Clerk to the Council

AGENDA

1.  APOLOGIES

2.  TO RECEIVE VERBAL REPORT FROM INSPECTOR J MARIES OF BEDFORDSHIRE POLICE
3.  TO RECEIVE STATUTORY DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS FROM 

MEMBERS

(a) Prejudicial Interests

(b) Personal Interests

4.  ORAL QUESTIONS FROM ELECTORS

5.  PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FOR COMMENT BY SANDY TOWN 

COUNCIL

(ANY PLANS RECEIVED FOR COMMENT WILL BE ON DISPLAY IN THE COMMITTEE ROOM FROM 7.15PM ONWARDS AND MEMBERS ARE REQUESTED TO VIEW THESE PRIOR TO THIS ITEM)

(SEE LIST ATTACHED)

6.  MAYORAL COMMUNICATIONS

(SEE LIST ATTACHED)
7.  MINUTES AND REPORTS 

To approve/adopt the Minutes of:-

*+     (a) Meeting of Sandy Town Council held on Monday 21st June 2004.
+       (b) Meeting of Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Monday 28th June 2004.

7.  MINUTES AND REPORTS (CONTD)
+       (c)  Meeting of Staffing Committee held on Monday 5th July 2004.

         (d)  Meeting of Planning Parks & Open Spaces Committee held on Monday 19th July

    2004.  (TO FOLLOW)
+ = Previously circulated

* = Exempt Information – Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985.

8.  MATTERS ARISING

(SEE LIST ATTACHED)

9.  REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES

(a)  To receive Minutes of the last meeting of the Community Liaison Forum held on Monday 14th June 2004.  (PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED)
(b)  To receive summary notes of Meeting of Sunderland Road Pavilion/Secure Storage Working Group with headteacher on Tuesday 20th July 2004.  (COPY ATTACHED)

N.B.  Full Minutes of this and the Meeting of 16.7.04 will be submitted to the next meeting of Planning Parks & Open Spaces Committee for approval/adoption.

(c)  To receive any verbal reports from Council representatives on outside bodies.
10.  CLERK’S REPORT

To receive Clerk's report.  (COPY ATTACHED)

11.  HANGING OF INDIVIDUAL PAST MEMBERS PHOTOGRAPHS IN COUNCIL OFFICES

To receive and consider Clerk's report.  (COPY ATTACHED)

12.  ORAL QUESTIONS FROM ELECTORS

On matters raised during this meeting.

13.  PRESS RELEASE
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6.  MAYORAL COMMUNICATIONS

22.6.04
Supported by the Mayoress, attended the 10th Anniversary Celebrations of 


Bedfordshire Crimebeat at Milton House, Milton Ernest.

23.6.04
Attended with the Mayoress, the Annual Meeting (Mayor Making) of St Ives 


Town Council.

27.6.04
With the Mayoress, attended Huntingdon Town Council's annual Civic Service.

2.7.04
Supported by the Mayoress joined the High Sheriff and Mrs Ibbett for Afternoon


Tea in their garden at Milton House.

3.7.04
With the Mayoress, attended the Mayor of Bedford Borough's Civic Reception,


Lunch and Twinning Ceremony which took place during the Bedford River


Festival.

4.7.04
Supported by the Mayoress attended the annual Civic Service and Parade of St 


Ives Town Council.

4.7.04
With the Mayoress was present at the Budgens Community Fun Day, which was


opened by the Deputy Mayor and Deputy Mayoress.

8.7.04
Supported by the Mayoress was interviewed by Anglia TV as part of their 


feature on Sandy which was broadcast on 13th July.

10.7.04
Presented the prizes to the children who were winners in this year's Sandy 


Enhancement Group's Painting Competition.  The Mayoress, Deputy Mayor and 


Deputy Mayoress were also present.

11.7.04
With the Mayoress attended the Bedfordshire County Show at Old Warden Park.

12.7.04
Hosted with the Mayoress, a "Spend an Evening at Sandy" Reception at 10 


Cambridge Road attended by the High Sheriff, fourteen Mayors/Chairmen and a 


number of Town Councillors and partners.  Launched the new Town Council 


web-site during the evening.

15.7.04
Presented the Awards and certificates to the pupils at St Swithun's V C Lower 


School during their Leaver's Concert.  The Mayoress and Cllr Pettitt also 


attended.

29.7.04
With the Mayoress attended the Royal Air Force Henlow Civic Dignatories Day.

30.7.04
Supported by the Mayoress attended the official opening of the new Youth Barn


Project at Manor Farm Family Centre in London Road.

31.7.04
Presented with petition, re-Magnolia House from the Sandy Historical Research 


Group.

6.  MAYORAL COMMUNICATIONS (CONTD)

DEPUTY MAYOR

4.7.04
Together with the Deputy Mayoress, opened and attended Budgens Family 


Community Charity Fun Day.

24.7.04
Attended with the Deputy Mayoress, the Beeston Methodist Church Flower 


Festival.

25.7.04
Attended with the Deputy Mayoress, the Beeston Methodist Church Flower 


Festival Church Service.

26.7.04
Welcomed the "Anglia in Bloom" judges to Sandy, in the Council Chamber.
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8.  MATTERS ARISING

(a)  "The Riddy" Local Nature Reserve - Approval of Byelaws (8.12.03) (69/03).

At long last the Byelaws have now been approved and signed by the Secretary of State.

(b)  Action Point Service - Re-organisation (1.3.04) (100/03)

Letter sent to Mr Wilkinson re: costs of the Action Point Service.  Holding reply received.  "An officer has been asked to investigate this matter and reply to you as quickly as possible".

(c)  Parking on Grass Verges and Footways (10.5.04) (4/04)

Members are reminded of the responses received by Council Meeting on 21st June 2004 and also the written response from PC Howarth received by the same meeting.
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10.  CLERK’S REPORT

(1)  Accounts 01.04.04 to 30.06.04

(a)  To receive and approve Lists of Receipts and Payments for June 2004.

(b)  Quarterly Accounts – Quarter Ended 30.6.04
To receive the Quarterly Accounts (Income and Expenditure Lists) for Quarter Ended 30th June 2004.

(COPIES OF BOTH MONTHLY AND QUARTERLY ACCOUNTS WILL BE ON DISPLAY PRIOR TO THE MEETING)

(2)  Annual Accounts and Statement of Account Financial Year Ended 31st March 2004

To receive and approve the Annual Accounts and Statement Account as submitted to the External Auditors.  (COPY ATTACHED).

(3)  Annual General Meeting of the Bedfordshire Association of Town and Parish Councils – Wednesday 20th October 2004 – Nominations for Election to County Committee

Cllr Blaine is currently a representative for the Mid Beds area on the County Committee.  He was nominated by Sandy Town Council.

The Town Council is requested to consider if it wishes to repeat this nomination.

(The instructions of Council are requested).

(4)  Disability Access, Sandy Town Centre, Beeston Footbridge Etc

Members have received by separate despatch an Invitation to an Open Meeting due to be held on Friday 10th September at 10.30am to consider the difficulties of disabled access to various shops and facilities in the Town Centre.

All Members are invited to be present.

(For Information Only)

10.  CLERK’S REPORT (CONTD)

(5)  Rating Appeal and Re-Evaluation – Market and Car Park

Members will recall that the successful Appeal recently lodged on behalf of the Council by the Land Agent working for Wendy Fair Markets gained the Council a considerable refund in Council Tax paid and interest on the overpayment.

For his work on behalf of the Council, the Agent has submitted an account for £750.00 including fees, travelling, expenses and disbursements.  A small fee for what was actually gained!  Council is requested to approve payment of this account as it has not previously been approved in the Annual Estimates
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11.  HANGING OF INDIVIDUAL PAST MEMBERS PHOTOGRAPHS IN COUNCIL CHAMBER

In the former Council Office building the photographs of the whole Council were displayed (as they are again in the Council Chamber) but also individual photographs of two ex-Members were exhibited.

On moving into the new premises, the then Council through the Accommodation Working Group agreed not to display these two photographs because of the precedent that would be established.

The family of one of the former Members had contacted the Mayor to enquire if the photograph was to be re-hung.  The Accommodation Working Group considered the request and extract from the Minutes of their meeting is given below:

"6.  Hanging of Pictures of past Councillors:

(a)  It was agreed that the Council should consider each picture on its merits, both as regards the quality of the picture and the need to "hang" only those who have given exceptional service to the Town.

(b)  It was further agreed to recommend to Council that the photograph of Alfred Cope that had been presented to Council by his family, though not particularly attractive in itself, was of a Councillor who had given very many years of public service to the Town in many offices, and as such, the photograph should be hung.

(c)  It was also agreed that the Chamber had become cluttered with assorted items and that the photograph should be hung in the Committee Room over the door to the Chamber."

When these Minutes were presented to the Staffing Committee for consideration, in connection with other accommodation matters, the five Members present (one third of the Council) expressed concern about the decision and asked that the matter be referred to full Council for determination.

It is thought that the concerns expressed related directly to clutter within the public rooms, the precedent that would be established and who was to actually decide on what constitutes "exceptional service to the Town".

Members will note that one of the photographs in question is that of Alfred Cope, the other is Kenneth Quince.

Council is therefore:

(a)  Requested to consider the recommendation from the Accommodation Working Group re: the Cope photograph.

(b)  To agree if the Quince photograph should be similarly displayed and where.

(c)  To determine a policy for the future in respect of such individual photographs.

T N Stewart

Clerk to the Council

26th July 2004


